
  
The Great Fire of 
London – Lesson 1 



  

WALT 
•  Find out some of the ways in which London has 

changed. 

•  Talk about how the buildings in London were 
different in the past. 

•  Talk about how people travelled differently in 
London in the past. 

•  Compare past and present London to say what 
things are different and similar. 



  

Present Day London 
Look at the following images of modern day 

London.   
What do you already know about London? 

What can you see? 

Think about: 
•  Houses and buildings 
•  London at night 
•  Roads  
•  Transport  
•  People and jobs 
•  Anything else you think is interesting! 

What does this tell you about London today? 

How is London the same/different to where 
you live?  
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Now we are about to go back in time by around 350 
years to visit London in the year 1666. This was a 

very important year in the history of London.  
 

How might London have been different at that time? 

How was London different 
in the past? 

•  Houses and buildings; what might these have 
been built from? 

•  People; what might they have worn? 
•  Transport; how would people in London have 

travelled around? 
•  Roads and streets at night; what might they have 

looked like? 

Think about: 

Your GO! 



  

London in the Past 
1666   

Let’s look at the following images of London 
from the 17th Century. How do they compare to 
your own ideas? 

• Why don’t we have photos of London in 1666? 
• What can we use to find out what London was 
like then? 

A century is the 
name for 100 years. 

The 17th Century 
began on 1st January 
1601 and lasted until 

31st December 1700.   
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This is a 17th Century map of London - can you see 
the River Thames? 
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This is a painting of the River Thames, London in 
the 17th Century. 
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This is a drawing of St Pauls Cathedral (pre 1666). 

Pre means - before.   
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This is a painting of 
Samuel Pepys (1633 – 
1703). 
 
He was a Member of 
Parliament and 
lived in London. He 
kept a very detailed 
diary from 1660 – 1669 
and this diary 
became one of the 
most important 
sources of 
information about 
London during this 
time in history. 
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This is an artistic impression of the view of 17th 
Century London with the present day view in the 

distance. 



  

Create your own timeline starting from 
1600 and ending with the year 2020. 

I have started it off for you! 

1600 1610 1620 

Your GO! 

1630 

You might want to stick 
some of the ‘Timeline’ 
year cards and the 
‘London Past and Present’ 
cards onto your timeline.  



  

Now I would like you to compare what London 
was like in the past with how it is now. You can 
use the sheet called London Past and  
Present or make up you own.  

Your GO! 

Think about: 
•  Houses and buildings  
•  Transport  
•  People  
•  A street at night 
•  Anything else you think is  
interesting! 



  

  

Success Criteria 

Aim 
•  I can find out some of the ways in which London has changed. 

•  I can talk about how the buildings in London were different in the past. 
•  I can talk about how people travelled differently in London in the past. 
•  I can compare past and present London to say what things are different 

and similar. 




